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sects, though their gods are different. It is said that these
characteristics are probably to be explained as due mainly
to racial and local facts, partly to the influence of
Ramanuja."l Looking into the history of the sect, we find
that there is not the least available evidence either for the
influence of the Vlra^aiva or that of the Ramanuja faith.
It was Cakradhara, who under the influence of Govinda
Prabhu or Gundama Prabhu, founded the sect and one
Nagadeva organised it. The sect combines Krsnabhakti
with the abolition of the caste system and the adoption
of the path of renunciation, open to all, including women.
For several reasons, it grew unpopular in the enlightened
circles in Maharastra. The resemblances to the Lingayat
creed pointed out by Farquhar may have been merely
accidental. It is also opined that the sect owes its Bhakti
element to Madhva influence \ There is no doubt that the
whole subject is interesting and would repay a thorough
study *.

The influence of Madhva philosophy and the Madhva
school of devotion on Caitanya and his sect in Bengal is
noteworthy and deserves a detailed reference here. Accord-
ing to all the biographers of Caitanya, he met during a
pilgrimage to Gaya one Kvarapuri, who gave him the Krsna
Mantra of 10 syllables and initiated him in Krsnabhakti.

1 Ibid, p. 247. * L. R. Pangarkar: Marathi Vanm-
ayaca Itihas, Vol I, p. 413.
1 The name Gundama Prabhu sounds Kannada, being
a short form of Gundamma Prabhu and it remains to be
seen whether the influence of the faiths of Karnataka was
$sercise<J on this sect through this personality.